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covered at the sight of her own sins pushed her on continually to invent
many extraordinary means of drawing upon herself all manner of confusion
before men. This model of true penitents, after twenty-three years of
severe penance, and twenty of them in the religious habit, being worn out
by austerities, and consumed by the fire of divine love, died on the 22nd
of February, in 1297. After the proof of many miracles, Leo X granted
an office in her honour to the city of Cortona, which Urban VIII extended
to the whole Franciscan Order in 1623; and she was canonized by
Benedict XIII in 1728,

The following feasts are celebrated on February 22:

TEE CHAIR OF ST PETER AT ANTIOCH : which see he is said to have founded and where he
made a long stay: ST BARADAT, a solitary in the diocese of Cyr: THE BLESSED DIDACUS or
Diogo CARHALVO, S.J., martyred in China, 1624: ST MARGARET OF CORTONA, who spent her
life doing penance for the sins of her youth : ST THELASSIUS and ST LIMNEUS, the former endowed
with extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit and the latter famed for his marvellous cures of the
sick, while he himself bore sharp pains without any alleviation.

FEBRUARY 23

BLESSED PETER DAMIAN, OR OF DAMIAN, CARDINAL,

BISHOP OF OSTIA

(A,D.  1072)

[From his life by his disciple, John of Lodi, in Mabill. c. 6, Ben., and from his own writings.
Fleury, b. lix. ii. 48, and Hist, des Ordres Relig.; Ceillier, t. xx. p. 512; Henschenms ad
Feb. 23, p. 406.]

PETER, surnamed of Damian, was born about the year 988 in Ravenna,
of a good family, but reduced. He was the youngest of many children,
and, losing his father and mother very young, was left in the hands of a
brother who was married, in whose house he was treated more like a slave,
or rather like a beast, than one so nearly related; and when grown up,
he was sent to keep swine. He one day became master of a piece of
money, which, instead of laying it out in something for his own use, he
chose to bestow in alms on a priest, desiring him to offer up his prayers
for his father's soul. He had another brother called Damian, who was
arch-priest of Ravenna, and afterwards a monk; who, taking pity of him,
had the charity to give him an education. Having found a father in this
brother, he seems from him to have taken the surname of Damian, though
he often styles himself the Sinner, out of humility. Those who call htm
Be Honestis confound him with Peter of Ravenna, who was of the family
of HonestL Damian sent Peter to school, first at Faensa, afterwards at
Parma, where he had Ivo for his master. By the means of good natural
parts and close application, it was not long before he found himself in a
capacity to teach others, which he did with great applause, and no less
advantage by the profits which accrued to him from his professorship. To